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soaks about Afriea guecoed one another with
of summer novels, but not often
Viment to the reader |
As @ rule, they are |
al, too gportsmaniike

these defeets and fram
might de-

FA NS,

the raplity
do they yichl ag
as one of tho

superficial or too tach
sr toy dull. From all
very othor that the fastidio
e ©ir Harry Julington's new volume s captl-
7, vatingly free. It might
be sald that he had not |
had a particularly en-
;  gaving theme, British |

f’:: tontral Africn s not one |

g erith

af the most faseinat- |
. e reglons in the world. -
It Joea not  matter.

“ir Harry Johuston em-
¥ jlovs a pen that roulid
':" turn far less promising
material into something |
very like llterature, He
f Lypeain
FIR IANRY 2 modern letlers, a prac-
tlcal man who has the narrator's gift at hia |
finger tips, Furthormore, hie i3 extrpordinarily
versalile; he @ so richly equipped an author, in
fact, that it would be unfair to discuss the sib-
stance of this volume without first tonching
gpon the peculiar qualif s he possessed
for Lringing it within our reach. |

The authar of this work was appointed Mer!
Majesty’s Commilasinner and Copsul-Ceneral UJE

TON.

Tivitish Central Afrlea in 1800, Prior to that
tims he had spont some years In the servive
of Bla Govordmen® in Africa; he had  heen
largely  Instrumental In bringing the district |
he now deseribes unider the Hritish profoctorate, |
and he had, imlesd, suggestad the hae u.hn-hl
it now Lears, It stands today iargely as his
handiwork, and it =0 gtands beeayse he I8 a
prifect example of the Kind of man ngland

finda, gomihow, to extend her Empire, even In

the darkest regions,  In lus suljugntion, ns
it may well be ealled, of British Central Afriva,
he has excrcised high military =kill and even
Ligher adminiatrative capacitics That much we

might have learaed from the newspaper reports, |

In the printod record of his work e shows
thaze other gqualifieations which have lLeen re- l
wvealed by Wis precoding writin l

mn Kindred top-
re revendod at full length |
the physical geography of

Lut which are Iy

wiws thirougy
and has the power to desceribe It in

i |
voarm, vivid proge.  He knows the history Hf!
Liritish Contral Afriea to the core. He his .'n-l
sleht inta the olarpeter of the natives and a
deep familiarity with their customs, thelr rE
Helon, theie mental and moral status Read |
s chaptera on the botany and zoology of the
country, and you swould tike them for the pro-
duction of speclalists whie had never given
thought to ansthing but thelr spocime |[.-i
8 not content with giving bis reader the fullest |
Inrormattn about the slave trade, the lan
grnerd of the country, the missionaries atd the
Puropean settlers, He includes o gerlos of e
ters from an imazinary cortespondent calvug
Lited to give the Intending colinst o peafoct
e e - e

iden of 1) it he nieds, th k 1
have ta e the a ¢ ofidite he Wil ead:
hie thi " enchna r poicos on the
i PN LIRS S T Contral .'\'l..._'
tope uf all liid houk with
superbh, dilnstriations drawn or phato-
Eroapk tells us how h
deslgnedd 1 i slE g tge |
sticnpe, and, on page G682, drops nto muaiead
notation In order to convey the call of l.'.--I
Afviean cuckon, there s nothing to do but to
throw up one’s hands and admit that here §a
an Admiranly COrichton fmdeed Yol the book
has not an ounce of protence In it It s }usll
the wigorously written work of o man who

|
Harry Johnston knew It
| atming to take control of the Shire province.

matters of ecourza, There I3 nn prigeishness
here, nor i3 there any of the British insularity
which Iz g0 frequently encountered in English
books on African subjects, Like Lord Cromer
in Egypt, Sir Harry Johnston in Africa is a
model, and his book iz llke him,

Sir Harry Johnston sets one question at rest
in which the world at large has almost as much
intorest as in the actual nature of the domain he
administers, the question, namely, of Portugurse
rights In the land. For some occult reason there
have been In the press and clsewhere many bit-
ter things eald about the actlon of the Gowvern-
ment at Lishon at the time England established
her protectorate, The Serpa Plota expedition
clalmed to be purely scientifie, and before Sir
the Portugurse were

The Poriugucse Governor at Mozambique ap-
pointed Licutenant Coutinho “Governor af the
Shire™ befors the home Government of elther
natlon had a chance to Interfere. The British
s Jumped ta the conclusion that Portugal
But Sir Harry Johnston

pres
had acted In bad faith,

by
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fo JiMeulty lay with Por-

takes bis gifts as he takes bis dutles, quite as | spovch of nuvellstic savages In Mluzl's words
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ed. “What is the

NOVELS AND SHORT STORIkg

BRET HARTE'S PROOF THAT A SEqugy,
CAN BE WELL WRITTEN,

when sentenced to be hang
good?" he asked, when an opportunity was of-
fered to him to defend himself. “These people
are resalved that I shall die. My hour 18 come."
But In this fatalistic attitude lles the secret of
much of Sir Harry Johnston's saccess. He had
to fight frequently and fizht hard, but the na-
tives are now content with the protectorate.
They have accepted it not sullenly, perhaps, as
Mozl ascepted his sentence, but with the same
qulet conviction that there is nothing more to be
sald. And certainly they have been the galners
by Dritlsh adminlstration. We use that last
epithet rather than weplonlzation,” for, to tell
ihe truth, Fngland has won few emlgrants to the
Shire Highlands, The land I3 beautiful and
fruitful, the climate 1s a mixture of excessive
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Johnston presents a flattering table of develop-

ment for the short period of the protectorate, he FOR THE CAUSE. Dy Stanley I Weyman, 14
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It Is an accepted tradition that all sequely gy
bad. The writing of a good one now ang they
s only the exception that proves the rule, But
this is no reason why we should 190k askance g
the exception when It happens along, and thug
we can delight in Bret Harte’s new book, though
in the most barefaced manner it “takes Up the
thread of the narrative” where the authgp left
it in “Barker's Luck,” a volume of storjeg pub-
Ilished a year or more ago. The pregent tale e
good that It almost eclipses its prodecesser. It
Is not only longer and more complicated, Flohep
In eplsodes and dramatlc surprises, and thep,
fore more Interesting, but it s In Dret Hariwy
best vein. The Pacific Slope has not lost Iy
charm for him, or its Insplration. 1l: goes hac
to the old scenes and the old feures withoy
wearying of them, and he dues not weary hiy
reader. On the contrary, it i3 as If 1he novellg
hed quietly resolved to show us how firgn by
grip remained, how little ground for rna[(tm
there was In those varlous recont siories of hy
which have been below his highest Lol "Phee
Partners” shows us that the old skill is still go.
tive, that the old spirit Is still vikoious, and we
welcome Lhe familinr comrades, the familjg
heroina and her foil, the famillar villain ang
the thrice familiar gambler. They have trod the
boards befure, but the glamour of the novellsty
mimic world 13 over them yet. Jick Hamlln
the gambler of this latest story, 15 jerhaps the
best illustration of Bret Harte's freshness of
touch. How many times has he ot brought

this personage upon the scene With s unerrisg
aim, his spotless linen, his dissipat u and by
flashes of chivalry? We Know him of old, by
Jack Hamlin iz none the less lovabie Dr all that |
The hint of melodrama, too, with which the
story ls brought to an end we rocogt ize at ones
no one but Bret Harte could have Lrought it fa
in exactly such a way. Yei we ke It The
whole book, In fact, takes hotd of the imagine
tion and holds it fast. o long us Lret Hare

can do that he will be lighdly bioned for g
cusional fallures.

There 18 one masculine typs which cleve
women apparently find it easy to part It ls the
man who is physically attractiy it unstable

as water and as bad as the cowa

1 which as.
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is nevertheless cantions in his advice to settlers |
more of hla virtues as an hlstorian),

th In Africa, not with the | (it 18 one
t Fashan, and the upshot of tt wid eoficludes, candidly: I might state with
t 1 it Portgeal | truth that “hut® for m varial fever this country
fnely f ( t I f Vipstand, and 11 be an carthly paradise; the 'but,’ how-
! I ' r had to dtHeuhy In cor, |8 a4 very blg one” Sir Harry Johnston
i : T o5 Wi hope upon the discovery of some anti-
te Y Yl bt to the fover. If drugs can be discovered
L nind . and which will make the treaynent of the nl;:i-:l.f-'(!l
r i  ix that a i i recove therefront altmost certain™ lif.‘i
f 0 ploammney witho elemontar A ¢ Preitlsh Contral Africa will b -nnrbi
e wh faniblar in Aneglo-African his haven of thousands. In the mean time, it
f He had valua i tin anid - ks a8 If the land would remain indefinitely a
! For s which he + U vatnabte fraction of African domaln which ling-
t I r boat | land pexplott and yot leave, perfarce, in the |
v 1 i t nwils of & fow Huropeans. The blacks seem
i i i LAl yhly certaln of Leing 1eft to their own Ju-'
ha ' ne . T . there wre tules of land ;.-_!'.;:--l
i b thust | § 1M to understand how sume of
. ¥ ¢ \ oo W} { the Edrapean Jurg Have bien
\ ! | estabilished thout much profit accruing to/the |
| ihlv, nnd why natives frediately converncd,  But Sa H.::'ry:
1o} i tiu L, Sir Hu Julinston deploets i r.l;-l-.u'_‘.'!
! t | i (i powing in adaptal nee us well
A W Bikt and oftlcors bad gplyen up | g8 in power | BRET HARTE
bt 0 Bandaws hod pemained Lottt spreading, bridies dre getting them- | e : 3T, 47 =
. piitoiEs : ' 1._:: 5 ‘a”“l » ::_l;t e Rak It OiRG .‘:1::._‘n{».~='l:1.~= woakn <5 will ot ! ; ‘l\'hY
Wi pla \ o duitine whlet] fstiod fhe nadive eibers Sy are-Sevotel this s T'l.lr{ i.:--.'-r should so Insg .- el
e reanndned e J i 1 he heard | to thelr duties, “Cases have been known where imagination Is & question It would '-r.-f'..:l
G ropround, Inothe cornor of | postal-earrlers have been drowned in the cross- Vit V0 Rob AT A ort : ....'ﬂn:-'i
aln poiim was i I ind und the | g of floeded pivers by their obstinacy 1o not LY ' r=y, !\Ir-=._ Brodhead add vr tothe
oW noopen o an upder- | parting from thelr mall-bags, and where they damen o the pen who i ved sod
i ehatnber,  Crawii besd, Ban- | have fought bravely and successfully against a portralt with more or less fle par
i biar AF N, Wha s ther Mim- | odds In an attaeck by highway robbers”™  The ticular she falls as mast of her prc BOEH Dty
lkinig the val Coa Ewabil, e opeplicd, CICG L countey B8 falrly well policed  and will be In f:‘an d—she does not make her pr al as fas
r,” nnid demeended to th undereround | petter and better shape as time goes on If the cinating as the scheme of her Jdemands
whers Do foumd Mozl being guiarded by | present we H-organized foree i3 developed, Jus- [ that he should seem. But such .- | is be M
Lottt with o spear, Bandawe lad no weapon | tice s administered under circumstances often l WI,." much alive, and serves cx y welt b
i i, bt theew himeclf upon the man and | rather primitive, the coligetors who have jl-ll".-llpnl“t an Ub"luuls moral. The o haracten
o tied ks spear frorm him, which he then ran i clal warrants exerclsing thelr powers in districts are vividly 1f slightly drawn, and story &
Greneh his Lody, Tursing to Mlozl, he threat- | far from the seat of the Hesidency at Zomba, pon the WhoNo, ERICEIMIINE BUSELESNE i i
st to il B at enee unless he followed Wim [Lut we judge from what Bir IHarry Johnston [ I AEREDRRAE
without reslatunce. Mlozi, who was stupld with | says that there is no mistaking the beneficent Mrs, Durton Harrlson's undoubt wers an
B wonnd, Jid s e 1t u eafely brought | spread of law in Britlsh Central Africa. Finally | at their best in her short sketolios of so-calid
--"‘-I:}'l”-;‘l -'-.'l’-l.'. [ |] . :;.-Ll‘:' .;hﬁ N : I'f. observes that the total il.!l'll.al“'l‘l ul'"tr:ul-e done I goclety of the day-—sketches whi ro taetlel
b (le lke a frasmont of martial | with the country in 1801 waa £3045 in value. ! tasteful, graceful, and which has ch an &
pominere, and there 18 gomething akin to the | In 1806 the year's trade was computed at| propriate note of humor, of satis ¢ of paths

L1428, Her historfcal novel, dcaling with 11 . lutionyd



